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CONFIDENTIAL GABORNE 2109 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PROP PDEV WA SF BC 

SUBJ: NAMIBIA: REPORT OF CLANDESTINE UN FILM OPERATION 

REF: STATE 165027 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . THE FOLLOWING REPORT ON ACTIVITY IN THIS AREA OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE (PIO) IS SUBMITTED AS 

OF POSSIBLE INTEREST IN VIEW OF RECENT EXCHANGES ON THIS 
SUBJECT. 

2. EN ROUTE TO LESOTHO JUNE 30, 1 MET TWO UN PIO OFFICIALS, 

ONE A MR DAVIS, WHO SAID THEY WERE FILMING IN BOTSWANA, 

LESOTHO, ZAMBIA AND TANZANIA, AS WELL AS SOUTH AFRICA, TO 
PRODUCE A FILM ENTITLED "A HISTORY OF SOUTH AFRICA FROM THE 
BLACK POINT OF VIEW". DISCUSSION WITH UNDP RES REP HERE 
CONFIRMS THAT FILM CREW SPENT TWO WEEKS IN BOTSWANA AND WOULD 
BE RETURNING SOON FOR ANOTHER WEEK. RES REP ADDED THAT CREW 
HAD MANAGED TO FILM IN SOUTH AFRICA DESPITE SUSPICIONS AND 

AT LEAST ONE UNHAPPY ENCOUNTER WITH SAG SECURITY WHICH LED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TO EXPULSION OF ONE CAMERAMAN. LOCAL UN RES REP SAID A MRS 
BERNSTEIN (PHONETIC), A CITIZEN OF SOUTH AFRICA, HAD CON- 
TRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE FILMING IN THE REPUBLIC AND HAD 
SUCCEEDED IN ALLAYING SAG SUSPICIONS. 

3. MR DAVIS SAID THE FILM CREW HAD BEEN DOING RESEARCH FOR 
"SEVERAL YEARS" IN PREPARATION FOR THE PRESENT FIELD WORK. 
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HE SAID FILMING CONSISTED OF INTERVIEWS AND DISCUSSIONS WITH 
BLACKS WHO HAVE LEFT SOUTH AFRICA. 

4. COMMENT: THE UN PIO FILM CREW MADE NO SECRET OF ITS 
ACTIVITY IN CONVERSATION; AT THE SAME TIME, THEY DID NOT 
VOLUNTEER INFORMATION NOR DID UN RES REP INDICATE HE BELIEVED 
THERE WAS ANY PARTICULAR SENSITIVITY IN FILMING PRODUCTION. 

SINCE THE CREW IS EXPECTED HERE NEXT WEEK. BEFORE GOING TO 
ZAMBIA AND TANZANIA, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT FURTHER MEETINGS WITH 
THE FILM CREW MAY OCCUR. IF DEPARTMENT HAS SPECIAL INTEREST 
IN FURTHER INFORMATION, SUGGEST WE BE INFORMED ASAP. 

NORLAND 
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